A Day in the Art Gallery
By Deborah Wassenberg
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Kid's Ministry

Welcome to the Art Gallery:

Meet your kids in the foyer of your church or kid’s ministry building. Don’t allow them to walk
straight into their room because first they must meet by a character named Wayne (or
Charmaine), the Art Gallery Guard (aka ‘the Scorpion’). He is carrying a walkie talkie. The guard
leads the children to a hallway or passage created by parallel partitions where red string has
been zig zagged from side to side to create beams from a laser! Your most dramatic leader can
improvise, but the script goes something like this...

Wayne: To the children: ‘Good morning children, welcome to the (Kid’s Ministry Name)
Art Gallery. The Gallery is full of precious works of art, and it’s my job to protect
them. There’s lots of security measures in place, including this state of the art
laser beam. I’ll just turn the laser off and we’ll begin our tour. (Play around with
a fake switch on walkie talkie.) Whoops something seems to be wrong.

To the Security Office: (Use your walkie talkie to confer with a fictitious security
office.) Security, this is the Scorpion, receiving? What? No, that’s my code
name. You steal and I sting! (Make an awkward backwards motion like the
stinging tail of a scorpion.) The Scorpion...Yeah, alright, this is Wayne. Look
something’s wrong with the switch to the laser. Can you turn it off at the main
control panel? No? Alright, leave it to me.

To the children: Okay, to get into the Art Gallery today you’re going to have to
work your way through the laser beam maze.

Opening Activity: Laser Beam Maze

The children try to negotiate their way through the laser beam maze without touching the red
string!




Memory Verse: Jigsaw Puzzle

Wayne: To the children: Now we’re safely inside the gallery, it’s time for me to show
you some famous works of art from around the world. I've got them over
here...Oh no, someone has and vandalized the art work! | don’t know how it
happened, | was only gone for half an hour to buy a meat pie! | know! If you all
help me put these famous paintings back together, | don’t think anyone will
notice.

Print out age appropriate pictures of famous paintings. Write the memory verse on them then
glue to cardboard. When dry cut the pictures up to form a jigsaw puzzle. (Or you could
laminate the pictures with the Scriptures, then cut them into a jigsaw if you want to keep them
as a resource.) Split into small groups and give a puzzle to each group. The group that pieces
the memory verse together first are the winners!

Ephesians 2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.

Wayne: To the children: Wow, thanks for your help. I'll sticky tape and rehang those
masterpieces later. | don’t think anyone will notice. (Pretend walkie talkie come
to life.)

To the Security Office: Yes, this is the Scorpion (make awkward arm gesture
again) ready to sting! Yeah alright...this is Wayne. | did not touch your
lamington. | had a meat pie from the shop...never mind. Have you checked with
Simon from the gift shop? That guys always got crumbs on his vest. Could be
coconut. Alright, leave it to me.

To the children: You have to excuse me for a bit. The Scorpion (make awkward
arm gesture) is needed. Anyhow, here’s the curator (name of leader to preach).
He/She’s got some important things to tell you and I'll be back later. (Leaves
practising scorpion arm gesture over and over).

Preach: You are God’s Masterpiecel

Let’s look at the Memory Verse you put together. Ephesians 2:10 For we are His workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in
them.

The Apostle Paul is saying you are God’s handiwork. You’re God’s work of art. We can even say
you are God’s masterpiece! A masterpiece is an artist’s greatest piece of work. A masterpiece
is an example of all the artist’s skill and excellence. Wow! That makes you priceless.



You are Priceless

That means you’re valuable! Priceless does not mean there is no price. No, priceless means
you are so valuable you are beyond a price tag. No amount of money could replace you. You
are unique.

You are No Forgery

A masterpiece is a unique, one of a kind creation. There is no one exactly like you, even if
you’re one of identical twins. You are a one off. Someone may copy you, the way you dress or
do your hair, but they’ll never be you. God knows you inside and out. Psalm 139:13-15 says:
You made my whole being; you formed me in my mother’s body. | praise you because you
made me in an amazing and wonderful way. What you have done is wonderful. | know this
very well. You saw my bones being formed as | took shape in my mother’s body. When | was
put together there, you saw my body as it was formed. All the days planned for me were
written in your book before | was one day old.

You are Protected

An art gallery takes all kinds of measures to protect its priceless masterpieces. Highly trained
guards watch for any suspicious activity or person. There’s 24 hour security camera
surveillance. There are motion detectors. There are alarms triggered by lasers. But even with
all that state of the art technology, art can still be stolen. Thankfully, you're a precious
masterpiece that is protected by God and no one can trick Him! Isaiah 41:10 says; ‘So do not
fear, for | am with you, do not be dismayed, for | am your God. | will strengthen you and help
you; | will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” We can count on God’s protection.

Did you know there is someone who wants to steal you away, just like a thief wants to steal
precious art? Jesus said in John 10:10. ‘The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; |
have come that you may have life, and have it to the full.” Jesus is talking about the theif,
Satan. He is wanting to steal you away, not so he can look at you and admire you, but so he can
hurt you. Satan is a thief and a vandal. I’'m so glad Jesus is stronger, smarter and faster, and He
wants you to have a life full of joy, with meaning and purpose.

You are on Display

People will travel the world to look at art. They will stand in a que and wait for hours to see a
masterpiece. Well, guess what? You’re a masterpiece on display, too. People are watching
you and how you live as a Christian. Remember the last part of our Memory Verse? You’'ve
been created to do good works that God prepared in advance. What are those good works?
Not just doing good things for people, although that is important. It’s pleasing God in
everything you do! You really are a most valuable, beautiful, beloved and protected
masterpiece. When you believe that, living for God and pleasing Him is easy.



Ministry and Prayer:

1: God loves you. He knows how valuable you are. He paid the highest price for you. He sent
His only Son, Jesus to die on the cross for you. (John 3:16) (Altar call.)

2: Maybe you are a Christian, but you haven’t believed that you are God’s masterpiece. Satan
has been trying to steal you away with negative thoughts about how you look, or with the
unkind words other people say about you. Today, we are going to shine a light on the thief and
tell him to go! We are going to set God’s protection around you, body and soul! (Pray.)

Wayne: To the children and the leader: (Entering, Wayne makes his arm gesture again)
The Scorpion stings again! Oh good, everyone is still here. I’'m glad no one has
been stolen.

Leader: What do you mean, no one has been stolen?

Wayne: Well, everyone in this room is a work of art, right? All these kids are

masterpieces! They’re all really, really valuable. | heard you say that on the
surveillance footage. I’'m glad God is looking after them. | may be the Scorpion
(make awkward gesture) and the best guard in the Art Gallery, but even |
couldn’t look after all of these masterpieces at once. Only God has that kind of
super surveillance.

Morning Tea: Optional

Lamingtons from the Art Gallery lunch room, served by Wayne (aka the Scorpion).

Game: Statues

One player, called the Curator, stands at the opposite end of the room to the other players,
called Statues. When the Curator has his back to the Statues, they attempt to walk quickly
across the room to tag the Curator. But, when the Curator turns around to face the Statues, they
must freeze in their position and hold the pose for as long as the curator looks at them. Though
the Curator can approach and investigate the Statues, he must be careful; when his back is
turned to any Statues, they may move toward him. The Curator can try to make the Statues
smile or laugh which will send them back to the start. If a Statue is caught moving while the
Curator faces it, the Statue must return to the starting line, or is out. The first Statue to tag the
Curator becomes the new Curator and the game starts again.



Craft: Mural Painting

For a permanent artwork that can be on display in your foyer or Kid’s Ministry room, purchase a
length of calico (length depends on how many children you have). Ask an artistic church
member to sketch an outline of a picture and wording onto the calico. Attach the calico to a
fence using plastic cable ties. Supply the children with acrylic paint and brushes to colour in the

mural.

If you don’t have the budget for calico or have no outdoor space suitable, I’'ve used butcher
paper successfully. Blue tack it to a wall and place a large drop cloth underneath. Cheap
garbage bags from my Coles Supermarket made great all-covering smocks, | just trimmed the
bottom off. Istill drew an outline, but if you have children who are artistic, let them go for it!




